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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final, first Office action on the merits. Claims 1-12 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, & 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Martyn et al. (U.S. 6,195,647). 

As per claim 1, Martyn et al. teaches a method for providing a customizable 
trading display of market instrument data comprises: 

selecting a subset from a plurality of quadrants- (See column 1 1 , lines 43-44, 
which discusses displaying a selected portion of securities), each quadrant associated 
with one benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4024, which illustrates the inside quote 
for a specific security), each benchmark instrument associated with one or more non- 
benchmark instruments (See figure 4, #4060, which illustrates information of offers and 
bids based on a specific security); 

automatically retrieving market data for the instruments associated with each 
selected quadrant (See column 5, lines 51-56, which discuss receiving market data in 
real time); and 
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generating a customizable trading display (See column 1, lines 53-58, which 
discusses customizing a trading display), the display comprising the subset of 
quadrants and each quadrant presenting the associated market data (See column 11, 
lines 43-44, which discusses displaying every trade and quote update for all or a 
selected portion of all securities). 

As per claim 3, Martyn et al. teaches exchanging one of the selected quadrants 
and a second one of the selected quadrants in the selectable layout in response to a 
user command (See column 7, lines 24-34, which discuss how a user selects a 
particular Dynamic Quote Setup window by using a Window list box). 

As per claim 5, Martyn et al. teaches software for providing a customizable 
trading display of market instrument data (See column 4, lines 12-16, which discusses 
utilizing the NASDAQ Workstation II software system) comprises: 

select a subset from a plurality of quadrants (See column 1 1 , lines 43-44, which 
discusses displaying a selected portion of securities), each quadrant associated with 
one benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4024, which illustrates the inside quote for a 
specific security) and at least one non-benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4060, 
which illustrates a list of offers and bids), each non-benchmark instrument associated 
with the benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4060, which illustrates information of 
offers and bids based on a specific security); 

automatically retrieve market data for the instruments associated with each 
selected quadrant (See column 5, lines 51-56, which discuss receiving market data in 
real time); and 
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generate a customizable trading display (See column 1, lines 53-58, which 
discusses customizing a trading display), the display comprising the subset of 
quadrants and each quadrant presenting the associated market data (See column 11, 
lines 43-44, which discusses displaying every trade and quote update for all or a 
selected portion of all securities). 

Claim 7 recites equivalent limitations to claims 3 and is therefore rejected using 
the same art and rationale as set forth above. 

As per claim 9, Martyn et al. teaches a trading system for providing a 
customizable trading display of market instrument data comprises: 

a central repository operable to store a plurality of market data (See figure 1, 
#129, which illustrates a securities database, user database, trade database, market 
database, and system display database); and 

a trading client (See title) comprising: 

memory operable to store a plurality of quadrants (See figure 1 , #150, 
which illustrates a processing unit/memory), each quadrant associated with one 
benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4024, which illustrates the inside quote for a 
specific security) and at least one non-benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4060, 
which illustrates a list of offers and bids), each non-benchmark instrument associated 
with the benchmark instrument (See figure 4, #4060, which illustrates information of 
offers and bids based on a specific security); and 

one or more processors operable (See figure 1 , which illustrates a central 
computer and several work stations) to: 
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select a subset from the plurality of quadrants (See column 1 1 , 
lines 43-44, which discusses displaying a selected portion of securities); 

automatically retrieve at least a portion of the plurality of market 
data for the instruments associated with each selected quadrant (See column 5, lines 
51-56, which discuss receiving market data in real time); and 

generate a customizable trading display (See column 1, lines 53- 
58, which discusses customizing a trading display), the display comprising the subset of 
quadrants in a selectable layout and each quadrant presenting the associated market 
data (See column 1 1 , lines 43-44, which discusses displaying every trade and quote 
update for all or a selected portion of all securities). 

Claim 11 recites equivalent limitations to claims 3 and is therefore rejected using 
the same art and rationale as set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Martyn et al. (U.S. 6,195,647), further in view of Ram et al. (U.S. 
2006/0069635). 

As per claim 2, Martyn et al. discloses a method, system, and software for 
providing a customizable trading display of market instrument data (See abstract). 
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Martyn et al. does not expressly disclose the selectable layout selected from the group 
consisting of: 

1x6; 

2x3; 

3 x 2; or 

6x1. 

Ram et al. discloses a method, software, and system for buying and selling 
financial securities, durable goods, and other items using an interface configured 
according to a user's preference (See abstract). 

Both Martyn et al. and Ram et al. discloses methods, systems, and respective 
software for buying and selling securities. Ram et al. discloses selectable layouts with 
the following dimensions: 1 x 6 (See figure 76 and paragraph 508, which illustrates and 
discusses displaying security data in a 1 x 4 layout; and, furthermore, how settings and 
criteria may be pre-defined. A user could provide settings and criteria for a 1 x 6 
configuration), 2x3 (See figure 68, which illustrates displaying security data in a 2 x 3 
layout), 3x2 (See paragraph 508, which discusses how settings and criteria may be 
pre-defined. A user could provide settings and criteria for a 3 x 2 layout), and 6 x 1 
(See figure 76 and paragraph 510, which illustrates and discusses displaying security 
data in a 1 x 4 layout; and, furthermore, how settings and criteria may be pre-defined. A 
user could provide settings and criteria for a 6 x 1 configuration). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Martyn et al. to include dimensional layouts consisting of 1 x 6, 2 x 3, 3 x 2, 
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and 6 x 1 as taught by Ram et al. in order to combine a customized trading display with 
various pre-defined layouts that would allow a user to select a preference. 

As per claim 4, Martyn et al. does not expressly disclose the customizable 
trading display comprising one or more dynamically-selectable administrator options, 
each option selected from the group consisting of: 

restricting movement of quadrants; 

restricting resizing of the trading display; 

minimum height of each quadrant; or 

restricting at least one of the selectable layouts. 

Ram et al. discloses restricting the configuration of tables (See paragraph 546, 
which discusses how all tables may be purposely restricted according to pre-defined 
configurations); restricting or limiting the table output (See paragraphs 363 & 694, which 
discuss resizing behavior in a Microsoft windows application and restricting the size of a 
table according to a limited number of securities or security categories), controlling the 
height of each table (See paragraph 802, which discusses the configuration or settings 
of a graphical table interface including size and formatting of the table); and a display 
setting tab to restrict layouts (See paragraph 304, which discusses a Display Setting tab 
page that allows a user to restrict size of particular layouts). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Martyn et al. to include restricting movements of quadrants, restricting resizing of 
trading displays, minimum height of each quadrant, and restricting at least one of the 
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selectable layouts in order to use the known technique of pre-defined movement, size, 
and display within the context of a computer to provide customized user preferences. 

Claims 6 & 10 recite equivalent limitations to claim 2 and are therefore rejected 
using the same art and rationale as set forth above. 

Claims 8 & 12 recite equivalent limitations to claim 4 and are therefore rejected 
using the same art and rationale as set forth above. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Brumfield et al. (U.S. 2006/0271475) discloses a system and method for group 
positioning of market information in a graphical user interface. 

Brumfield et al. (U.S. 2006/0265304) discloses a system and method for group 
positioning of market information in a graphical user interface. 

Ram et al. (U.S. 2003/000941 1 ) discloses interactive grid-based graphical 
trading system for real time security trading. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael R. Zecher whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3032. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MRZ 




